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Relevant Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) priority: 

Safeguarding and supporting children and families: Children, young people and 
families will benefit from early and effective support and protection to empower them 
to overcome difficulties and provide a safe environment in which to thrive. 

 

Promoting the health and wellbeing of babies, children and young people: 
From pregnancy and throughout life, babies, children, young people and families will 
be healthier, more emotionally resilient and better able to make informed decisions 
about their health and wellbeing. 

 

Supporting achievement and academic attainment: All children and young 
people will leave school with the best skills and qualifications they can achieve and 
will be ready for independence, work or further learning. 

 

Empowering families to be strong and achieve economic wellbeing: More 
families will be empowered and able to deal with family issues and child poverty will 
be significantly reduced. 

 

 

Summary of issues (including benefits to customers/service users): 

 

It has been a busy start to the new year for children and young people engaged in our 

participation programme. Groups and activities continue to be well attended and supported and 

there is strong demand from partners to engage with and work with children and young people 

across a variety of themes and areas of interest. In the last quarter of 2015-16 the focus of the 

Youth Cabinet leadership group and its associated forums has been on the Council budget, 

science and technology learning and growth, and issues around staying safe and being positive 

in the community. The highlights of this period are detailed in the report. 

 

Recommendations: 

1 Board members take note of the active involvement of children and young people through 
Youth Cabinet and its associated participation forums.  

2 Board members acknowledge and applaud the efforts made by children and young people 
involved in participation activities on behalf of their schools and communities; and 
recognise the benefit this activity brings to the city 

 

  

mailto:Jon.rea@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


  

 

1 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS  
 

1.1 Children and Young People’s Participation in Governance programme  

 

The Partnership’s now established Children and Young People’s (hereafter CYP) engagement 

programme includes a number of formal and semi-formal participation groups and standing events 

managed through the Council including: Youth Cabinet, Youth Council, Primary Parliament and the 

Children in Care Council. The programme also includes participation groups managed through a 

commissioned partner, including the SEND-focused Special People Group (managed by 

Barnardo’s) and Action for Young Carers (managed by Carers’ Federation).  

 

Not counting Action for Young Carers meetings, which cover three different age ranges and take 

place weekly throughout the year, in 2015-16 the CYP Participation in Governance programme 

directly engaged 919 CYP through 59 different events and meetings. 

 

Primary Parliament 

 

41 schools and over 160 children took part in two Primary Parliament events in March, exploring the 

theme of ‘Safe Lives, Positive Neighbourhoods’ using drama, words and pictures. Working with 

colleagues from the Councils’ Marketing and Communications team the children created a toolkit of 

positive language and images for use by a range of partners. The first parliament event was also 

the setting for the formal launch of the Council’s ‘Opportunity Notts’ framework for CYP self-guided 

enrichment, learning and personal development. 

 

Youth Council 

 

The next Youth Council event is currently being planned by young people from Central Locality. The 

theme is ‘Safe Lives, Positive Neighbourhoods’. The participation activity workshop exploring this 

theme have been suggested and developed by the young people with support from area Play and 

Youth workers and the Engagement and participation Lead. The event takes place on April 13th 

9.30am – 3pm at Forest Fields Play Centre and Children’s Partnership Board members are very 

welcome to attend. 

 

Special Peoples’ Group 

 

New commissioning arrangements being introduced to support SEND CYP participation mean that 

the Special People Group won’t operate in its current form beyond March 2016. An alternative 

platform for SEND participation will be in place from April 2016.A good practice report is being 

produced by the group to mark its conclusion. Over the years young people from the group have 

contributed to a wide range of projects and decision making exercises, ensuring that the voice of 

children and young people with SEND is regularly and clearly heard. The Engagement and 

Participation lead would like to record his thanks to all the young people, volunteers and workers 

who have supported the group over the years. 

 

Nb The Participation in Governance programme is currently being refreshed for 2016-17 and details 

of his will be reported to the next Board meeting. 

 



  

1.2 Draft budget consultation 2016 

 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Youth Cabinet in January, Cllr Mellen gave a presentation on 

the background to and intended impact of the proposed Council budget 2016/17. Members of the 

Youth Cabinet group then discussed the proposals with Cllr Mellen and asked questions about 

various matters. Particular issues raised included: 

 

 Reductions in Children’s Services spending 

 Children’s Transformation Programme  

 Proposals around under-utilised Play and Youth sites  

 The proposed reduction or dimming of street lighting 

 The future of Pupil Referral Units 

These concerns and the conversation around them were included in the summary of budget 

consultation event presented to the Council’s Executive Board in February. 

 

 

1.3 Debate Science! Youth Parliament  

 

As part of the second Festival of Science and Curiosity organised by our Stemcity science 

engagement partnership, 60 young people from city schools and colleges including Trinity and 

Bluecoat schools plus Central, NCN and Bilborough colleges (and county school Joseph Whitaker) 

took part in Debate Science!, an event exploring young people’s perspectives on the Future of the 

Human Being. The two days event featured expert witnesses from science faculties at Nottingham 

Trent University and University of Nottingham and challenged the young people to develop and 

present evidence-based positions on the following subjects: 

 

 The Human Brain 

 Health Eating 

 In Vitro Fertilisation 

 Synthetic Biology 

 Human Augmentation 

The event was part of a funded European Science Parliaments programme supported by German 

private sector company foundations at Bayer and Robert Bosch Stiftung. Six students from Trinity, 

Bluecoat and Central were subsequently chosen to go on and represent the Nottingham City 

positions at the European Final in Manchester in July. Over 90 young people from 15 countries are 

expected to attend 

 

Debate Science! was part of the second Festival of Science and Technology which featured 

contributions from eight city primary schools. These schools had previously attended Primary 

Parliament in November where they first developed their ideas. They then held their own special 

STEM day activities as part of the festival launch celebrations on February 12th.  

 

Members of the Youth Cabinet were part of the steering group and delivery team for Debate 

Science! and also contributed to planning the wider festival programme 

 

 



  

 

 
2 RISKS 
 
2.1 None 
 
3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 The Engagement and Participation Lead has a budget of £15,000 per annum to support the 

Participation in Governance programme and associated engagement work 
 
4 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 None 
 
5 CLIENT GROUP 
 
5.1 All children and young people 
 
6 IMPACT ON EQUALITIES ISSUES 
 
6.1 The Participation in Governance programme includes a wide variety of opportunities for 

CYP from diverse grounds to be engaged and participate in decision making. 
 
7 OUTCOMES AND PRIORITIES AFFECTED 
 
7.1 CYP engagement and participation in decision making is a cross-cutting theme of the CYPP  
 


